Third Grade Information
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Absences

Your child will be responsible to make up all assignments that he/she misses due to absences. However, classroom discussions and activities done during the school day are difficult to make up and your child will fall behind if he/she is absent frequently. You are required to send in a note explaining your child's absence when he/she returns to school.  Your child has one extra day to complete the work for each day they are absent.

Assignment Notebook

Your child will receive an assignment notebook. Your child is responsible for copying all the information for assignments and notices daily. Please make sure you sign in the signature box that you have seen this information. This book is used as a teacher/parent communication book along with your child's work assignments. Please check and sign this book each night.

Birthdays
As stated in the school handbook: “No outside food can be served to students during the school day.  Starting this year, parents who would like to provide a birthday or holiday treat for their child’s class will be able to order items directly from the cafeteria.”
Buses

If your child rides a bus he/she is expected to use appropriate behavior during their trip to and from school. Students who choose not to respect this privilege will be written up and sent to the office. Frequent office visits could mean your child may not ride the bus.

Classwork

Classwork is expected to be completed in class. Children who do not complete their work will be given the opportunity to complete their assignment at recess, or a home that evening.
Homework

We have homework every night.  All assignments are written on a large copy of the assignment notebook page that hangs in our room. Your child is responsible for copying this information daily. The website www.Askjeeves.com may be a great resource when completing homework.
Grades

	EP

	Exceeds Performance Standards


	MP

	Meets Performance Standards


	NP

	Near Performance Standards


	BP

	Below Performance Standards



Grades will be the same as you are used to seeing. Students will be graded according to the following system:

[image: image2.wmf]
Lockers

Your child will be using a locker in the classroom to keep his/her coat, lunch, and personal items. Space in the lockers is limited. A regular book bag fits in the locker.  Do not purchase book bags with rollers, or three ring binders or trapper keepers, these items are bulky and because of limited space there is no room to store these items.

Lunch

A lunch menu will be sent home just before the next month. Please keep this handy. It also indicated half days and holidays. Lunch money can be pre-paid so your child does not have to worry about losing his/her money. If you pay for your child's lunch with a check, please make sure you include your child's name and lunch pin number on the check.  Our lunchtime is 11:35 to 12:05.

Math

The Colonial School District suggested math curriculum is called Investigations in Number, Data, and Space (TERC).   It is presented through a series of units.
[image: image1.wmf]This approach will help you child get used to interpreting and solving problems that take considerable time, thought, and discussion.  While solving these problems, your child will be using materials such as pattern blocks, interlocking cubes, and calculators. He/she will also be writing, drawing and talking about how to think through a problem.
At the beginning of each unit look for a letter that describes some of the activities your child will do in class and gives suggestions for practice at home.  Sometimes your child will need your participation in playing a game or gathering data.  You may visit their website at http://investigations.terc.edu/
Money


Your child will be instructed to keep his/her lunch money in their locker. If money is brought in for any other reason, field trip, book orders etc., please send it in a sealed envelope with your child's name and what it is for written on the outside.

Personal Items

Please label all of your child's objects that he/she brings to school.  This will prevent mix-ups on look-alike articles and will help if the items are lost.  Do not allow your child to bring toys or expensive items to school.   The school is not responsible for your child’s personal items and will not replace them if lost or stolen.  

Projects


This year your child will be expected to complete an at home project each marking period.  Your child will be given three weeks to complete each project. All the necessary information will be given to your child.  Class discussions will be conducted prior to the project and during the time your child has to complete the project to address any problems that may occur.

Questions



Please ask!  To leave a message for your child's teacher, you can call the school at 832-6330 and ask to be 


transferred to their teacher's voice mail. 


Reading
The Harcourt Story Town Language Arts Series includes reading stories, language development, and writing. Reading topics will vary to include all the subjects taught.  You may visit their website at http://www.harcourtschool.com/storytown/   We also have a computer generated reading program - Accelerated Reader. This will give your child a chance to read books on his/her reading level.

Rubric


A rubric is a scoring guide that explains the quality of student written performance.

Schedules

Children may enter the building at 8:40.  Dismissal will be at 3:25 p.m.  
Science

The content areas that are the focus for science are: Human Body, Earth Materials, and Water.
Special Classes

Your child will be receiving instruction in art, physical education, library, and music. The special will be written in your child's assignment book on the day before that special so your child can be prepared.
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The content areas that are the focus for social studies are: Civics, Economics, Geography,  Regions, and History.  The Colonial School District Social Studies curriculum is Harcourt Horizons People and Communities. The website is: http://www.harcourtschool.com
Writing

A copy of the writing process and the rubrics are included in this handbook. A prompt is a starting sentence or idea that provides a topic on which to write.
In third grade students also learn how to write in cursive. The writing program is called Handwriting Without Tears. Please go to the Handwriting Without Tears Website: www.hwtear.com for more information about this curriculum.
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